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A New Chapter for Mannheim’s District Heating


MVV links Friesenheimer Insel to the district heating grid – industrial services
provider Bilfinger sets up a district heat station at MVV’s co-generation plant in
Mannheim.

Hooking up the waste-fired combined heat and power plant (CHP) on Friesenheimer Insel to the
local district heating grid will allow the Mannheim based energy company MVV to make a major
advance in its provision of district heat to the city and its environs. All told, the utility company
will be investing around EUR 100 million to make the plant more sustainable in terms of its
exploitation of resources. While the work to construct a new culvert underneath the arm of the
Rhine River known as Altrhein and to lay the connection pipeline of three kilometers’ length is
proceeding apace, the mega-project is already nearing the next milestone: The Mannheimbased industrial services provider Bilfinger has been contracted by MVV with building a new
heat station on the site of the Friesenheim CHP.
This new heat station will become a key technical component for delivering district heat from the
CHP plant. In it, the residual thermal energy contained in the boiler steam previously used to
drive the power turbines will be drawn off and fed into the district heating grid. The heat station
will have a thermal output of 95 megawatts. Once the connection pipeline is in service, the
heating plant on Friesenheimer Insel will be able to cover one third of Mannheim’s heat
demand, while the turbine housed in the heat station, with its electrical output of 5.4 megawatts,
will deliver power to more than 12,000 households. This combined generation of heat and
power will serve to make the MVV heating plant particularly energy-efficient.
Bilfinger’s Engineering & Technologies segment has been tasked with the turnkey construction
of the heat station, a project entailing a contract value of roughly EUR 20 million. The overall
scope of deliverables includes the engineering, construction, and commissioning of the
mechanical systems and equipment well as of the electrical and control systems.
The Chairman of the MVV Board of Management, Dr. Georg Müller, commented as follows:
“Successfully implementing the turnaround in energy policy will also depend on a consistent
transformation of the heat supply. Connecting Friesenheimer Insel to the district-heating grid will
allow us to make our environmentally friendly district-heating system more renewable and thus
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more viable for the future. This will not only help protect the climate but will also benefit our
private, commercial, and industrial customers.” Dr. Müller went on to explain that the district
heat supplied by the new heat station would allow homeowners to fulfill the legally mandated
energy-efficiency requirements for their homes. Also, he added, the new feed-in link in the north
of the city would provide additional heating coverage for the entire grid territory.
The significance of the project and of the new heat station in terms of ensuring a sustainable
and reliable supply of district heat was also underscored by Bilfinger CEO Tom Blades: “The
district heat station is a key link in the supply chain and will help to ensure and maintain the
supply of district heat for the entire city of Mannheim.” He noted that Bilfinger regards the
buildout of district heating grids and the efficiency enhancement of existing, conventional plant
facilities to be promising business lines on the German market.
The Mannheim district heating grid supplies its environmentally friendly heat not just to the city,
but also to the neighboring towns of Heidelberg, Schwetzingen, and Speyer. More than 60
percent of households in Mannheim are hooked up to the grid comprising 567 km of lines. The
connection of Friesenheimer Insel to the grid is scheduled to be placed into service in late 2019.

Bilfinger is a leading international industrial services provider. The Group enhances the efficiency of assets, ensures a high level of
availability and reduces maintenance costs. The portfolio covers the entire value chain from consulting, engineering, manufacturing,
assembly, maintenance, plant expansion as well as turnarounds and also includes environmental technologies and digital
applications.
The company delivers its services in two business segments: Engineering and Technologies and Maintenance, Modifications &
Operations. Bilfinger is primarily active in the regions Continental Europe, Northwest Europe, North America and the Middle East.
Process industry customers come from sectors that include chemicals & petrochem, energy & utilities, oil & gas, pharma &
biopharma, metallurgy and cement. With its 36,000 employees, Bilfinger upholds the highest standards of safety and quality and
generated revenue of €4.044 billion in financial year 2017.

You can find additional information, photographs and videos at

With its roughly 6,000 employees and an annual turnover of EUR 4 billion, MVV is one of Germany’s leading energy utilities. The reliable,
economical, and environmentally friendly supply of energy to our customers in the industrial, commercial, and private household sectors
is at the center of everything we do. Meeting their individual requirements is what drives us to develop innovative products and business
models. In the process, we cover all the various steps of the energy industry’s value-creation chain, including energy generation and
trading, the operation of distribution grids up to the distribution of energy, environmental protection measures, and the provision of
energy services. Our company strategy focuses on the buildout of renewable energies, the enhancement of energy efficiency, and on
the further expansion of highly efficient heat & power co-generation systems and environmentally friendly district heating systems. In
addition, we also invest in making our grids viable for the future and in modernizing our generation facilities. In all these activities, we
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know we can rely on the long-standing experience and expertise of our staff, for whom we are and will continue to be an attractive and
steady employer.
MVV is an enterprise of the Rhein-Neckar metropolitan region.

Bilfinger SE · Corporate Communications & Public Affairs
Sonja Radojicic · Phone +49 621 459-2885· sonja.radojicic@bilfinger.com

Page 3/3

